July 26, 2006

FWBBC Introduces New Trustees

NASHVILLE, TN—Delegates to the 70th annual Free Will Baptist national convention elected three new members to the Free Will Baptist Bible College Board of Trustees and elected a fourth member to a second term, according to President J. Matthew Pinson.  The elections took place in Birmingham (AL) during the July 16-19, 2006, convention.


President Pinson said, “We’re delighted to welcome these new Board members to the college family.  They are good men with personal commitments to FWBBC.  We will need their collective knowledge and skills as we move forward with plans to relocate the campus.”


Nashville layman Bob Bass was elected to fill the unexpired term (2008) of Dr. Greg Ketteman who resigned to become Provost at the college.  Mr. Bass, an entrepreneur and builder with a B.S. degree in engineering from Tennessee State University, graduated from FWBBC with a B.A. degree in Bible.


Mr. A.C. Allen, a South Carolina businessman, was elected to his second six-year term on the Board of Trustees.  His term expires in 2012.


Two outstanding pastors were also elected to the Board for six-year terms expiring in 2012—Reverends Ken Simpson (MO) and Mark Stripling (AR).


Pastor Ken Simpson leads Beacon Free Will Baptist Church in Raytown (MO), where he also serves as moderator of the Greater Kansas City Association.  He graduated from FWBBC in 1992 with a B.A. degree in pastoral training and subsequently earned the M.A. degree in theological studies at Covenant Theological Seminary.


Arkansas pastor Mark Stripling has led the growing First Free Will Baptist Church in North Little Rock since 2001.  He serves on the Executive Boards of both the Arkansas State Association and the Central Association.  Mark graduated from FWBBC in 1986 with a B.S. degree in church music and is pursuing a master’s degree in biblical studies at Trinity Theological Seminary.


Veteran Illinois pastor and long-time Board member Gene Outland (2008) was elected chairman of the Board of Trustees this summer.  Outland pastors Hazel Dell Free Will Baptist Church in Sesser.  He succeeds outgoing chairman Gary Fry (M0) who completed two full six-year terms on the Board and was not eligible for re-election.  A second Board member, Pastor Richard Barnes of Virginia, also completed 12 years on the Board and was not eligible for re-election.

